THE   MATERIALIST  CONCEPTION   OF   HISTORY
the present state of things, the fact that law secures a
man's possessions and thus makes possible the power
of capitalists, is due to economic causes. Modern
government and administration as well as economic
developments in modern times were both created by
human intellect; both are due to the progress of science,
to the " eternal spirit of the chainless mind ". Railways,
gas, electric light and the telegraph made a more effective
police and a better administration of justice possible.
The discoveries of scientists created the modern state
and made modern capitalism possible. The conditions
of production did not " change ". These intransitive
forms of verbs are equally misleading. People will also
say : " costume has changed since the last century " ;
but neither costume nor production are capable of chang-
ing by their own impulse; both are changed by men,
and man will change production as soon as he is shown
a better and more efficient method.
The intellectual movement in Europe, the fight for
intellectual freedom, began in the thirteenth century.
It was soon crushed and silenced in the Islamic countries,
but in Europe it continued. It revived in the fifteenth
and sixteenth centuries and was called the Renaissance
and Humanism ; at this time it was favoured by nearly
all the courts of Europe and by a great part of the aristo-
cracy, that is to say, by the existing organisations of
power. The new intellectual freedom made possible
modern science and philosophy, which involved a critical
investigation of the nature of things. Then began an
era of scientific discoveries and technical progress. The
movement spread in a thousand ways, by influences
which operated daily and hourly, in many thousand
places; by books, by lectures, by many thousand dis-
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